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The impact of the coronavirus pandemic has been unprecedented and is still unforeseeable. Indeed, this pandemic is
forcing the entire scientific community to reconsider what the point of a scientific meeting is in the first place, and to
ask whether there might be pandemic-resistant, even superior alternative formats. MBSJ2020 is no exception in this
regard. The organizing committee is in the middle of discussing contingency plans. Please allow us to change the detailed
information if necessary, including abstract submission and registration, which we have originally planned for this annual
meeting to take place on site in Kobe. Whatever the format will be, the everlasting value of every scientific meeting is
to discuss the latest developments with other scientists, and the concept of MBSJ2020 is the same, “New Faces, New
Questions, and Revitalized Worlds,” and more pertinent than ever. Please find important updates and changes in the July
issue of the society newsletter (the extra issue for MBSJ2020) and also in coming pages of our website. We look forward to

your participation very much.

Tadashi Uemura
President of MBSJ2020
(Graduate School of Biostudies, Kyoto University)
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