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Organizer’s remarks on the 44th Annual Meeting of MBSJ, in Yokohama

The 44th Annual Meeting of MBS]J will be held next year at the PACIFICO Yokohama, in the lively and attractive Minato
Mirai area of Yokohama, Japan. Needless to say, especially to the MBS] members, this has been one of the most frequently
used venues for the annual meetings. The first such meeting at the PACIFICO Yokohama was in 1998. That was the 21st
Annual Meeting, organized by Professor Mitsuaki Yoshida. Since then, the MBS] has returned to the venue every 3 or 4
years. The 2021 Annual Meeting will in fact be the 10th one to be held there! This is a special anniversary and it marks a
turning point in MBS]J activities, deserving of a special event for cerebration. At the same time, I also have to mention that
the 44th Annual Meeting of MBSJ will be the last one to be held in Yokohama (unless something miraculous happens in
the future). This undoubtedly makes this meeting truly special, yet with a somewhat different sort of meaning. We recently
found that we would be forced to adopt an online-plus-onsite formula, rather than a 100%-onsite formula, against our
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desperate wishes. This is truly unfortunate, but it cannot be avoided given the circumstances of the prolonged COVID-19

pandemic. Amid this situation, the organizing committee has been striving to make this meeting a very special one so

as to commemorate it. These efforts are based on people’s expectations that the meeting provides the atmospheres and

environments for encouraging intensive discussions on both published and unpublished data, which is the fundamental
principle of the MBS]. We look forward to meeting all of you at the MBS] FES 2021 in Yokohama.
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President of MBSJ2021

Mikiko C. Siomi

(Department of Biological Sciences,

Graduate School of Science,
The University of Tokyo)
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Technology, genomics, computational biology approach towards ncRNA functions

%+ —#H 74 % — : Piero Carninci (RIKEN Center for Integrative Medical Sciences)
Non-coding RNAs (ncRNAs) play essential role in biological phenomena by folding into complex structures and
functioning by interacting with other RNAs, DNA and proteins. However, their functional mechanisms are not broadly
studied. In this session, we will discuss the functional mechanisms of ncRNAs with new technologies that allow us to

analyze their modification, structures, spatial positioning and interactions.
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